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CHAPTER 80
The Crown Administration of Estates Act
t. \Vhere in the casc of anv person dying intestate or \\'.h~re ad_

"mtestate

as to some part 0 r h""IS estate "It appears t h
at 'In mUIlscratlon
ma~ iN!Je
respect of the interest of His \lajesty administration may be¥'rus~:~'.C
rightrully granted to his nominee, any competent court,
upon application of the Public Trustee, may grant administration to the Public Trustee for the use and benefit of His
Majesty. R.S.O. 1937, c. 116, s. 1.

2. Where any person dies in Ontario intestate without lcav- i~~;:U:h~~r:
ing any known next of kin living in Ontario or where the only Intestate
" are In
" rants an d t h
" "
0 nfano
. lea\'e8
ne.'(t 0 r k In
ere"15 no near reI atlVe
In
kno"'n no
adult
"II"
d
"
\
r
r
d
'
"
next
or kin
WI mg an
competent to app y or a grant 0 a ministration in
Ontario.
or to nominate some person to.apply for the same, the Public
Trustee may apply for letters of administration, general or
limited, of the estate of such person and any competent court
upon the application may grant administration to the Public
Trustee for the use and benefit of His \'lajesty or of such persons as may ultimately appear to be entitled thereto, but
where there are adult next of kin residing out of Ontario
administration may be granted to the nominee of such next
of kin at the discretion of the court. R.S.O. 1937, c. 116. s. 2.
3.-(1) Kotice of every application for letters of adminis- :-;"otl<e to
" 0 r t he estate 0 r a pcrson \\' h0 has d"e<!"
. PUblic
trallon
I
m 0 ntanoTrustee.
intestate and without leaving any known adult next of kin
living in Ontario shall be gi\'en by the registrar of the surrogate court to the Public Trustee before the issue of letters
of administration to any other person, and the Public Trustee
may, within 30 days after the receipt of the notice, apply for a
grant of letters of administration as provided in section 2.
(2) Where rhe Publjc Trustee consents, letters of adminis. Letter!' or

"
"
" h Ollt w;'IItmg
""
ror t he admlnlstra·
trntlon
ma\' Issue
to t h e app '"Icant Wit
Ii"n Within

expiry of 30 days.

R.S.O. 1937, c. 116, s. 3.

30

da}·s.

4-. It shall not be necessary for the Public Trustee to give St'curlly dis.
security for the due administration of the estate, but he shall pen.~ed \\1tb.
have all the rights and powers of and be subject to all the
liabilities and duties imposed on an administrator. R.S.O.
1937,c.116,s.4.
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Power to sell

5. Where administration is granted to the Public Trustee
the Lieutenant-Governor in Council may direct the sale, by
auction or private sale, of any real estate or interest therein
in Ontario to which the intestate died entitled, and the Public
Trustee shall thereupon be authorized to sell in accordance
with the directions of the Order in Council the wholc, or any
part of the rC<'l1 estate or interest, and to convey the same
to the purchaser, and every conveyance by the Public Trustee
shall be as valid and effectual as if the deceased were alive
at the time of the making thereof and had executed the
same. R.S.O. 1937, c. 116, s. 5.

the TeBI

estate or the
intestate.
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6. Where subsequently to the grant of administration it is
alleged or ascertained that the deceased has relatives or did
~~~rafl'1lrlo"n. not die intestate, the Public Trustee, subject to the direction
of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, may exercise all or
any of the powers by this Act conferred until some person
is appointed by a court of competent jurisdiction to deal with
the estate of the deceased, and notwithstanding such appointment, any sale made in pursuance of this Act may be completed by the execution by the Public Trustee of a conveyance, and until the revocation of the lettcrs grantcd the
Public Trustee may exercise fully all the powers vested in
him as administrator. KS.a. 1937, c. 116, s. 6.
~fter t~e d

II'IQuiryBllto
the rh;thts of
Hie "tajesty.

7 • 11'1lere a d"
. .IS granted un d er t h"IS A ct, t he
minIstration
Public Trustee may apply to the Supreme Court for an order
for the making of such inquiries as may be necessary to'
determine whether or not His Majesty is entitled to any
portion of the esL.'\te of the deccased by reason of the dcceased
having died intestate and without heirs or ncxt of kin, or
otherwise, and any judgment pronounced upon such inquiry
shall, unless reversed on appeal, or varied upon a substantive
application to the court, be final and conclusive. R.S.a.
1937,c.116,s.7.

s~g~.~e~fr:il

8. Where a person dies in possession of or entitled to real
estate in Ontario intcst..;te ,as to SUCh. real estate ~v~thoUl any
Fng Inteslate known heirs, the Public frustee Without obtaining letters
and Without
f d """
k
"f
I
I
t
hei!"8.
0 a nUllIstratton may ta'c possessIOn 0 sue I rea' esta e
and if necessary may bring an action, cither in his own name,
on behalf of His lvlajcsty, or in the name of His Majesty, to,
recover possession of such real estate and shall be entitled
to judgment and to recover possession, unless the person
claiming adversely shows that the deccased did not die intestate as to such real estatc, or that he left heirs. or that he or
somc other person is cntitled to such real estate. R.S.O.
1937, c. 116, s. 8.
e~~~~.o~y_
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O. Where a person has died intestate in Ont.'lrio and Appuc:atlon
..
.
has c__
by P"bhe
a d mmlstratlon
lX.-cn grant cd to some person not one a r Truatee
to
the next of kin, and it is doubtful whether the intestate left::em:~ta:).
any nc."t of kin him surviving. or there are no known ne.xt of~:r"l::':'t,.,.~iD
kin resident in Ontario, the Public Trustee may apply to euel .
the Supreme Court for an order requiring the administrator
to account for his dealings ,...ith the estate, and may question
in such proceedings the validity of any release or settlement
with any alleged next of kin, and any competent court may
revoke such administration, and grant administration to the
Public Trustee. R.S.O. 193i, c. 116,5.9.

10. :\Ioney realized from estates to which the Public Dlapoaltlon
. a d l1umstrator
. .
T rustee IS
un d er t h'IS A ct or w h'IC h he has re- or mone}'"
covered under section 8, shall be kept in such bank or invcsted
in such manner as the Licutenant-Governor in Council may
direct, and all such money which has been unclaimed for 10
ycars from the death of the intestate shall be p<'lid into the
Consolidated Re,-enue Fund. R.S.O. 1937, c. 116, s. 10.

11. Any person proving title to such money shall beIIlUlWItOD
.entitled to receive the same with interest at such rate as the;l:{ci:d.
Lieutenant-Governor in Council may direct. R.5.0. 1937.
c. 116. s. 11.
12. Any person claiming to be entitled to any such estate :ee:::o-:I of
or to any interest therein or to any part of the proceeds c....
b,~rtn.
rn.s upon
thereof may apply to the Supreme Court for an order declar-tbe ..late.
ing his rights in respect thereto, and the court rna}' direct
such inquiries as may be necessary to determine the same,
and may finally adjudicate thereon, but no application under
this section shall be entertained unless security for costs
is given by the applicant if the Public Trustee demands the
same. R.S.O. 1937, c. 116, 5.12.
R1tht

or

13. The Public Trustee may deduct from the money re- ~~Jt~e

ceivcd on account of any estate all disbursements made by to dlsbul1Ide.
mente an
· .m respect to inquiries whlc
. h he may h ave rna d e beroreeom:nlaalon.
h 1m
taking out letters of administration, as well as disbursements
othenvise made by him in respect to the estate and a commission for his services not exceeding fi\'e per cent of all moneys
received by him as administrator. R.S.O. 1937, c. 116, s. 13.

14.-(1) After having gi,-en the notice provided for by Dlltributlon
The Trusta Ad, and notwithstanding that the 10 rears;ru~ta by
limited by section 10 have not elapsed, the Public Trustee TruatH.
may pay any mone}' remaining in his hands unclaimed into~e4"'60~t.t..
the Consolidated Revenue Fund, or may pay the same or
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any part thereof, or assign any personal property remaining
in his hands, in accordance with any direction of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, made under The Escheats Act.
(2) In such case no claim shall be maintained against His
]\fajesty or the Province in re pect of any money or personal property p id over or assigned to any person under
The Escheats Act, or under this ct; but this shall not
prejudice the right of a creditor or claimant to follow
such money, property or proceeds into the hands of the person who may have received the same under the authority of
an Order in Council. R.S.O. 1937, c. 116, s. 14.

